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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. AOp a « td£?5 


28 April 19$5 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Meeting with Mr. Zeckendorf, et al., to discuss the possibility of 
locating the proposed new CIA headquarters building in south- 
west Washington, D. C. 


!• At the request of Mr. William Zeckendo rf, Mr. 

Director of Logistics, CIA, Mr. I | Chief, Aeal Estate and Con- 

struction Division, Office of Logistics, CIA, and I lunched at the Capitol 
Hill Club with him and others on 27 April 1 955- Some of those present includ- 
ed Mr. Zeckendorf, Jr., Mr. Tompkins, Mr. Pei, all of Webb & Knapp, Inc., 
Colonel Hansen of the Engineer Commissioner’s Office, District of Columbia 

Legal Advisor to Mr. Zeckendorf, Mr. Reynolds, former Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings, Judge McGranary, and Mr. Searles, Executive Direc- 
tor of the District of Columbia Redevelopment Land Agency. 
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2. The purpose of this meeting was: 

a. to attenpt to persuade CIA to select southwest Washing- 
ton, D. C. , as its site location, and 

b. to attempt to persuade CIA to agree to enter into the 
Southwest Redevelopment Project and construct its build- 
ing on a lease-purchase, rather than a direct appropri- 
ation basis. 


3. Significant points of the discussion: 

a. Mr. Reynolds said that he wrote the lease -purchase lan- 
guage and could assure everyone present that this legis- 
lation definitely was intended to cover construction 
such as a new CIA headquarters building. I told Mr. 
Reynolds that of course I did not have any personal 
knowledge of what the intent of Congress was when this 
legislation was enacted but that it had rather been our 
understanding that the intent of Congress was to take 
care of post offices etc., and not buildings such as 
ours. I also invited his attention to the Report of the 
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, with regard to the new 
AEC building, which took the same position. 
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b. Mr. Searles was most outspoken in his feelings that the 
CIA should go to the southwest section on a lease- 
purchase basis and indicated that either he or the Zeck- 
endorf people could, with little or no trouble, persuade 
the Bureau of the Budget to reverse the position taken 
in this matter. 

c. Folloxdng some remarks by Mr. Searles to this effect, 

Mr. Zeckendorf suggested that a White House conference 
be arranged to settle the entire matter and that he was 
sure that the President would not be difficult to deal 
with, etc. To this I replied that CIA had recommended 

a direct appropriation as opposed to a lease-purchase ar- 
rangement and that at this point I would object to any 
such conference or other attempts to alter our present 
course of action. 

it. After considerable discussion, Mr. Zeckendorf summarized his feel- 
ings as follows: 

a. He stated that he wanted to get the southwest redevelop- 
ment problem settled in the National interest. While be- 
ing perfectly frank that he also had a selfish interest, 
he errphasized his sincerity that this was secondary. He 
wanted it clearly understood that he and his organiza- 
tion would like to have CIA locate in the southwest area 
and in a lease-purchase building to be erected by Webb & 

Knapp, Incj however, if, in the final analysis, CIA de- 
sired to locate in the southwest on a direct appropriation 
basis he would welcome us. He hoped, of course, that 
Webb & Knapp, Inc. might get the construction job in view 
of their over-all interest in the southwest redevelopment 
problem and in order to insure that our building was com- 
patible with other structures in that area. 

5. I responded by expressing my appreciation to Mr. Zeckendorf and sum- 
marizing my position as follows: 

I stated that: 

a. We were required by law to consult with the National Cap- 
ital Planning Commission in the selection of a CIA site. 
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b. We were following what X considered to be an orderly and 
proper procedure to select such a site and that until 
this procedure had developed a recommendation on the sev- 
eral possible sites we were not in a position to say 
that we favored locating in the southwest or any other 
particular location. 

c. We had recommended the use of a direct appropriation as 
opposed to a lease-purchase arrangement and legislation 
had already been introduced into Congress accordingly. 

I stated emphatically that at this time we did not wish 
to alter this course of action. 

d. With regard to possible reconsideration of the lease- 
purchase approach, I told Mr. Zeckendorf that if the 
Southwest site should eventually be selected I would then 
be willing to discuss the possibility of lend lease with 
him but that this remark should not be interpreted as an 
implication that we might either desire or be willing to 
change to this method of construction . 

6. Finally, in view of the remarks which had been made in the course 
of our discussion concerning a possible White House conference and other ac- 
tions to change our approach to a lease-purchase arrangement, I requested that 
no one outside of the Central Intelligence Agency confer with the Bureau of 
the Budget, members of Congress, or anyone else to interfere with the CIA leg- 
islation and appropriation. Mr. Zeckendorf accepted my position completely and 
stated quite emphatically to all of those present that it was his desire that ORY'\ 
my wishes be respected one hundred per cent. 


L. K. WHITE 
Deputy Director 
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STAT 
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